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Good Afternoon Hawthorne Families. 
 
I hope this letter finds everyone doing well. Please allow me to begin by thanking our parents, 
students, and community members for their continued cooperation with our school and recently 
implemented athletic procedures. I would also like to commend our teachers for their efforts in 
supporting our students during in-person and remote instruction. These new models of 
instruction require significant planning and coordination and a change to their typical school day. 
We appreciate how all of our faculty and staff have handled these changes while continuing to 
support their students. 
 
We also hope that all parents had a chance to review the information from our virtual Back to 
School Night on October 6, 2020. If not, please know that the information and teacher created 
videos will remain available for parents to reference as their schedule permits. 
 
As a school district, we have been discussing what Phase II will look like in Hawthorne. This 
next phase will include increased live instruction for all students but may look different at the 
elementary schools versus the middle and high schools. This phase II change is scheduled to 
begin at the start of the second marking period and will include additional safety measures. 
However, we will continue to monitor the number of cases in Hawthorne and across the state and 
will make the decision to move to Phase II in a thoughtful and safe manner. More detailed 
information regarding Phase II will be forthcoming. 
 
Finally, please remember that the success of this school year will require the continued 
cooperation and support of all stakeholders. As a reminder of some of our important protocols, 
please review the information below. 
 
Current Department of Health Guidelines 
As per the most recent guidelines from the NJ Department of Health, please be advised that we 
will continue to adhere to the following guidelines: 
 

Parents should not send students to school when sick. School staff should have plans to isolate 
students with overt symptoms of any infectious disease that develops during the school day. For 
school settings, CDC recommends that students and staff with the following symptoms be 
promptly isolated from others and excluded from school:  

● At least two of the following symptoms: fever (measure or subjective), chills, rigors 
(shivers), myalgia (muscle aches), headache, sore throat, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, 
fatigue, congestion or runny nose; OR 

https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/NJDOH%20Updated%20Guidance.pdf


● At least one of the following symptoms: cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, 
new olfactory disorder, new taste disorder. 
 

**Please review the attached Daily Screening for Students  
prior to sending your child to school each day** 

 
Quarantining Guidelines 
Please be aware that it is possible for the district to have a staff member or student quarantine for 
a myriad of reasons. This does not mean the individual has been diagnosed with COVID-19. 
Furthermore, there are various other reasons why a staff member may be working remotely. 
Therefore, as required we will only be communicating with the school community if there is a 
positive COVID-19 case that requires notification to members of our school community. Also be 
reminded that COVID notifications will not include the names of staff members or students as it 
would violate the privacy rights of those individuals. Our school nurses continue to collaborate 
with our school physician and the local Department of Health on all decisions related to 
COVID-19, including when to notify parents. If we are made aware of a positive case, we will 
work together with our health officials and adhere to the recommended NJDOH Quarantine 
guidelines. Finally, please be reminded that once in quarantine, you cannot test out of quarantine 
as per the NJ DOH guidelines attached HERE. 
 
Reminder Regarding the 2020 - 2021 District Calendar 
As a reminder, back in July the district made some changes to our district calendar. Attached is 
the Revised District Calendar 2020-21 and the A/B Cohort Calendar for the 2020-21 school year. 
 
As a reminder to parents and students:  

● Monday, October 12, 2020 will be an A Day. Students should follow a typical A day 
schedule at all schools. 

 
Also, the schedule for the week of November 2nd through November 6th is as follows:  

● Monday, November 2nd is an A Day for students 
● Tuesday, November 3rd is Election Day - Schools are closed for all students and staff  
● Wednesday, November 4th is a B Day for students (NOT a remote Wednesday) 
● Thursday, November 5th and Friday, November 6th are considered school days with 

ALL students participating remotely. Teachers who are attending the virtual NJEA 
Convention will provide asynchronous instruction for their students on these days. 
Teachers who are not attending will provide synchronous instruction. More specific 
details regarding schedules for Thursday and Friday will be provided by each school. 

 
NJ Travel Advisory List 
Under the 14-day quarantine travel advisory announced by Governor Murphy, individuals 
returning to New Jersey from states with increasing rates of COVID-19 are advised to 
self-quarantine for 14 days. If you have recently returned home from any of the states listed on 
the New Jersey Travel Advisory List please adhere to the quarantine guidelines and do not send 
your child to school until the 14-day quarantine period is complete. 

https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/DOH%20Daily%20Screening%20Tool.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/COVID-19/Self-Isolation%20Quarantine%20.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/COVID-19/Self-Isolation%20Quarantine%20.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/COVID-19/Why%20You%20Can't%20Test%20Out%20of%20Quarantine.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/District%20Calendar/2020-2021%20REVISED%20District%20Calendar%20.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/2020-2021%20Cohort%20Calander.pdf
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/which-states-are-on-the-travel-advisory-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey


Request to Change Instructional Model 
Transitioning in and out of remote learning will occur at the change of marking periods.  Please 
see the first marking period deadlines below. 

 
Forms for this request are available on our Restart webpage or via the following links: 
 

Parent Selection Letter for Remote Learning   
Selección de padres de aprendizaje remoto 

 
Guidance Department Updates 
As part of our efforts to ensure the personal well-being of our students and families, we 
encourage you to visit our webpage and view the information shared by our guidance 
department. Please click on this link to our Social Emotional Learning Resources for students 
and parents. This information includes a newly created Wellness Newsletter. 
 
NJSIAA / NJIC Update 
The New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic Association and the North Jersey Interscholastic 
Conference continue to provide updates regarding “Return to Play” for high school sports. The 
HHS fall sports season began in early October and our athletes in football, soccer, and tennis 
have already begun participating in competition. For more details regarding fall sports, please 
click on the following links to view the Fall Sports Guidelines and Guidelines for Spectators. 
 
Once again we thank everyone for your patience as we continue to navigate these uncharted 
waters of the 2020-2021 school year. We will continue to share updates with our Hawthorne 
Community and will post any and all communications to the Restart and Recovery Webpage. 
Please remember, we are here to answer questions and support our families so please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher, building administrator, or my office with any 
questions. 
 
With Appreciation, 

 
Richard A. Spirito 
 

https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/restart_and_recovery
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/Parent%20Selection%20Letter.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/Seleccio%CC%81n%20de%20padres%20de%20aprendizaje%20remoto.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/restart_and_recovery
https://sites.google.com/hawthorne.k12.nj.us/sel/social-emotional-learning?authuser=0
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Athletics/NJSIAA%20Fall%20Sports%20Guidelines.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Athletics/Fall%202020%20Spectator%20Letter.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/restart_and_recovery

